




Idle Chatter, by Sam 
 

Oh my… where do the days go?  It seems that just yesterday I was loading the 
plane for the flight back from Oshkosh.  Now I’m watching the blue on the radar get 
closer and closer.  I do have to admit that flight performance in the winter is incredible. 

Well, it’s time to reflect on the year.  First of all, I want to thank everyone for “re-
electing” me for another term.  I promise lower taxes and not to lease out the 
Chapterhouse to a foreign company.  Membership dues will still remain the same though.  
Don’t forget to send your form to Jerry. 

We accomplished quite a bit this year.  I was planning to make a photo collage of 
the year, but I think I have the most widely traveled and leased used camera.  Does 
anyone want to volunteer to be our photo archivist?  It would be nice to have one person 
to whom we could forward pictures for our Chapter events.  She or he could then post 
them on the internet or gather them on a DVD or both.  Anyone interested? 

The flying season always begins with our annual Honoree Banquet.  There are so 
many special people in our Chapter.  It was an honor presenting Vic Pixey with the 
Honoree plaque.  Imagine seeing a picture of Vic receiving this honor. 

Picture thousands of planes in the Florida sun.  Sun n Fun was quite enjoyable 
once again.  This year the Ducks once again returned to the emergency room, but this 
time they were playing ambulance for Steve Gerencser.  Steve learned that racing your 
grandson is hazardous to your health.  Sun n Fun will be later this year, but the 
Duckmobile and Gerencser palace are still planning to attend.  Bring a sleeping bag and 
come join the festivities. 

Next, picture Bill Van Patten orchestrating a rag-tag group of volunteer 
landscapers.  In June the Chapterhouse was redone inside and out for the dedication of 
the Steve Linton Memorial Turf Runway.  The weather was sunny and warm.  Steve’s 
family was appreciative of our efforts and the memorial is a beautiful sight, especially at 
night.  If you get a chance, do a couple of touch and goes on the runway.  It’s one of the 
best in the state. 

Oshkosh is always the highlight of the year.  Picture a ring of RVs in the middle 
of Paul’s Wood.  Good food (70+ steaks), lots of laughter, and great fun.  Picture Chapter 
members of all ages chopping down trees, putting up flags, digging holes and then filling 
them up again…The Beach Boys, the F22 Raptor, and of course all the Sonex’s, and 
some other planes.  It is truly a spectacle to behold. 

In August the Ford Tri-Motor came to town.  It is a magnificent airplane.  
Imagine seeing a photograph of yours truly flying it.  OK, I do have one of those, but I’m 
making a point here.  Unfortunately the weather didn’t cooperate with us, but the good 
news is the Tri-Motor will be back next Summer.   Hopefully early this time. 
 See what all we are missing by not having a person collecting photo memorabilia?  
Anyone up for the challenge? 
 Well, it’s time to go flying.  Happy Holidays to all. 
 
 Happy Aviating… 
 
 Sam 
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