




Idle Chatter by Sam 
 
 Well, Oshkosh has come and gone for another year.  This is a sad signal noting 
that the summer flying season is almost over.  My family and I moved to the Hoosier 
State slightly over a decade ago.  This was my 11th Oshkosh and 10th year volunteering 
prior to the show.  I thought I’d take a few moments and randomly jog down memory 
lane. 
1995 – First Oshkosh:  Day 1; Attended with an Air Traffic Controller friend from 
Denver Center.  Camped in Camp Scholler in a tent.  Found a nice central location.  
Everything is very clean.  No visible trash.  Day 2;  4:30am, Discovered that campsite in 
near the Waste Management dumping station.  Noisy.  Camped next to a past Grand 
Champion builder.  Cool.  Day 5;  Hot.  Dumping station doesn’t smell so good.  
Camping spot not so nice.  When I returned home I called a gentleman named Walt 
Lueck and joined Chapter 132. 
1996 – First year volunteering before the show at the Chapter work party.  Went to 
Oshkosh alone.  Camped in the back of my minivan about as far away from the entrance 
as possible, not by choice.  Met some very nice people.  Feet hurt. 
1997 – Took Cindy for the first time.  Camped in a tent.  Bought materials for a Cozy 
Mark IV.  I eventually constructed a very nice bathtub looking thing. 
1998 – Took the whole family.  Camped in a tent.  Heavy rain.  Tent survived, barely. 
1999 – Bought pop-up camping trailer.  No more tents!  Stopped by the Chapter 132 
campsite in Paul’s Wood and found out I was going to be elected President.  I didn’t even 
know I was running. 
2000 – First year camping in Paul’s Wood.  Why hadn’t I done this before?  Shade.  
Close to entrance.  Very hot year.  Need air conditioner.  Checked out a plane that Tom 
Fields kept talking about, it was called a Sonex. 
2001 – Bought wing spars and other miscellaneous parts for the Sonex.  Still need air 
conditioning. 
2002 – Meet some interesting people from Chapter 439 based in upper Michigan.  I 
didn’t know it was legal to drink beer at 9:00am if you weren’t a college student. Jerry 
Hostetler and Don Muhlnickel (from the Nappanee Chapter) flew their Glastars to the 
show.  They also flew in the Homebuilt Review prior to the main airshow.  Don’s Glastar 
was awarded a Bronze Lindy.  Very impressive. 
2003 – Worked with Chapter 439 prior to the show.  Met people from all over the US and 
the world who were also volunteering.  Found out the Bob Girard and Jerry Hostetler can 
do a mean Karaoke.  Envious of all the completed Sonexes that flew in.  
2004 – Talked Steve and Sue Gerencser to come up early to volunteer with Chapter 439.  
Worked too hard at times.  Not fun.  Why is almost everyone volunteering with the group 
named Bob?  (Bama Bob, Honda Bob, Mooney Bob, Probationary Bob, Yupper Bob, 
etc.)  The Sonex didn’t quite have enough hours to fly away from the test area.  Next 
year….. 
2005 – This was the year of the Sonex.  Brenton and I flew up a week early in the newly 
painted bird (thanks Steve G).  The Sonex got to spend a week in the Sonex Factory 
hanger with the Xenos, Waiex, and the Sonex on floats.  Very cool.  Volunteering was 
much better this year.  Jerry Hostetler, Steve and Sue Gerencser, Don and Karen Duck, 
and I stayed the week after our work party.  We made quite an impression on the EAA.  
You should see Steve Gerencser with a chainsaw.  It’s amazing.  If you want to know 
anything about the hidden places of EAA just ask Sue Gerencser and Karen Duck.  The 
Sonex was placed in an honored position during the show.  It was the featured airplane 



built for under $20,000.  That is a testament to all who helped build it.  I also flew in the 
Homebuilt Review twice before the main Airshow.  Everyone should experience landing 
in a crosswind in front of 100,000 people.  Yowza! 
 The one thing I’m continually reminded while I reflect back at the last decade at 
Oshkosh is the EAA is all about people.  Paul Poberezny likes to say he is a millionaire 
because of the millions of friendships he made through EAA.  I’m not that important, but 
I have met some very good people.  That’s what brings me back year after year, and 
keeps me going in Chapter 132. 
 Don’t forget the building sessions on Wednesdays and Thursday evenings, and 
Saturday mornings. 
 Happy Aviating! 
 Sam 
PS  Here’s some pictures from Karen Duck 
 

 
 
A CD including these and other pictures taken by Chapter members at this year’s 
convention will be available soon.  Let me know if you’d like a copy. 





2005 OFFICERS 
 
President: Sam Pavel (574) 229-1638 
  53230 Oakton Dr 
  South Bend, IN 46635 
  spavel6@comcast.net 
Vice- Pres: Ralph Williams (574) 272-1345 
  307 Court of the Royal Arms 
  South Bend, IN 46637 
  rtwtwo@msn.com 
Secretary: Tom Fields (574) 259-7627 
  56224 Francis 
  Mishawaka, IN 46545 
  tjfields2@comcast.net 
Treasurer: Jerry Hostetler (574) 773-5855 
  24640 Country Road 54 
  Nappanee, IN 46550 
  Jhostetler@maplenet.net 
Directors: Bob Girard (574) 875-5408 
  John Hektor (574) 674-8022 
  Vic Pixey (574) 264-0880 
  George Watt (574) 293-6496 

 
 
Young Eagle Bob Edgin  (574) 675-0332 
Coordinator: 11313 Idlewood Dr 
  Osceola, IN 46561 
  bobe@datacruz.com 
Vortex  Karen Duck (269) 699-7721 
Editor:  21825 Mason St 
  Edwardsburg, MI 49112 
  Momduck29@aol.com 
Web Lacky: Steve Gerencser Jr. (574) 534-5794 
  20183 County Road 26 
  Goshen, IN 46528 
  Steve@fortheweb.com 
 

Meetings 
Board Meetings: 2nd Thursday of each month 
   7:00 pm – Chapterhouse 
Building Meetings: Wednesday and Thursdays 
   7:00 pm – Chapterhouse 
Regular Meetings: 4th Thursday of each month 
   7:00 pm – Chapterhouse 
   or other planned events 
No regular meetings in November or December 

 
GUESTS AND NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 

 
 
 
Karen Duck 
21825 Mason Street 
Edwardsburg, MI 49112 
 




